
Journal of Health Information and Libraries Australasia 
 

5(2), 2025   
 

5 

Convenor’s Focus | 2025 
 

Gemma Siemensma 
Library Manager, Grampians Health | HLA Convenor 
Gemma.Siemensma@gh.org.au | https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2817-1528  
 
 

Health Libraries Australia (HLA) continues to champion the essential role of health 
libraries in supporting evidence-based healthcare, clinical decision-making, research, 
and education across Australia. 
 
Recent Highlights include: 
 
NSQHS Standards Submission: HLA has prepared a submission to the Australian 
Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (ACSQHC) to ensure that the value 
of health libraries is recognised in the National Safety and Quality Health Service 
(NSQHS) Standards. This is a critical step in embedding library services into the 
national healthcare quality framework. 
 
HLA Conference in Sydney: We recently held a vibrant and successful conference in 
Sydney, bringing together health library professionals from across the country. The 
event was a hub of knowledge sharing, professional networking, and innovation. 
Attendees engaged with expert speakers, explored emerging trends, and 
experienced live demonstrations from leading vendors showcasing the latest in 
library technologies and services. 
 
Updated Competencies: Our professional competencies are nearing completion, 
thanks to the dedication of a large and diverse reference group. These updated 
competencies will reflect the evolving skills and knowledge required of health library 
professionals in today’s dynamic healthcare environment. 
 
Ongoing Professional Development: HLA’s online professional development 
sessions continue to thrive, with over 100 participants attending each session. These 
events provide accessible, high-quality learning opportunities and foster a strong 
sense of community among health library professionals. 
 
Looking Ahead: 2026 and Beyond 
As we look to the future, HLA is focused on strategic planning for 2026. We want to 
ensure health libraries are: 
Embedded in Clinical, Educational and Research Workflows - Advocating for 
libraries to be recognised as integral to healthcare teams, educational programs and 
research initiatives. 
Digitally Advanced and Data-Driven - Supporting the transition to digital-first 
services, data literacy, and AI-enhanced knowledge management. 
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Sustainable and Visible - Promoting the value and impact of health libraries to 
stakeholders, funders, and policy-makers. 
 
Together, we are shaping a future where health libraries are not only relevant but 
indispensable.  
 
We welcome your input! 
Please do send through anything that you think may be of relevance to 
hla@alia.org.au   
  
Gemma 
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